
 

JANUARY 2021 Osprey - 1 

Black Hall Club  

Old Lyme, Connecticut 

January 2021 

President’s Message 
Curt Clemens   president@blackhallclub.com 

Despite the craziness of 2020, Black Hall Club 
had a good year - health wise, financially, a 
significant increase in rounds played, new 
members, and overall, very good course 
conditions.  None of these would have been 
possible without the cooperation of our members 
and the dedication and hard work of our entire 
staff. THANK YOU! 

Our winter projects are well underway! 

Happy and Healthy New Year Wishes are 
extended to you and your families. 

P.S.  Winter golf rules and protocols are in effect. 
Please help protect the course by adhering to 
these rules.  No guest play is allowed until the 
Golf Shop re-opens in the Spring 

 Report from the Treasurer 
Mike Sheehan  treasurer@blackhallclub.com 

Fiscal year 2021 is off to a very good 
start.  Exceptional revenue for November from 
greens fees and cart rentals have resulted in a 
surplus when compared to last year at this 
time.  Also, as our dues payments are received, 
our cash balances are growing as we had 
hoped.   

We have also submitted our application for 
forgiveness of our PPP loan to the bank for its 
review.  If it is in order, the bank will forward 
to the SBA for review and, hopefully, final 
approval.   

Finally, with the bylaw change that was 
approved by the membership at the annual 
meeting, we now are able to return the 
certificate funds to our former members on a 
much more expedited basis as these funds are 
received from our new members.   

I hope you all enjoyed a happy, safe and healthy 
holiday season.   

New Members! 
Black Hall would like to 

extend a sincere welcome to 

the following new members: 

 Jim Ezold  Jed & Linda Rhoads 

“A great soul serves everyone all the time.  A 

great soul never dies.  It brings us together again 

and again.” ~Maya Angelou 

In Memoriam 
 Ken Flynn 

Our sincerest condolences to Joan and the 

Flynn family REMINDERS 

  
 Golf Shop is now CLOSED 

 Indoor Nets are OPEN 
(*Memberships are still available)  

 Please use sanitizer and continue 
to Wear Masks when in the 

clubhouse & using the Indoor Nets 
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As I drove by the course a couple weekends ago, I 
saw how important it is to our membership that 
the course remain open in the winter.  The 
parking lot was as full in December as it is in 
July.  We are fortunate to have a coastal climate 
that allows for winter golf, but I think that some 
members feel that winter golf is different than 
playing in the summer.  Common sense and 
proper golf etiquette should not stop in 
October.  Taking care of the course and leaving it 
in good shape for the persons behind you needs 
to continue.   

Divots must be replaced all winter long.  Believe it 
or not, the root system of the grass can continue 
to grow in the winter on warmer days, so 
replacing your divots is essential.  The roots of 
many of these divots will grow and repair 
themselves, even in the winter.  We cover the 
grass on the range and the par 3’s because it 
increases the ability of the tee box to repair 
itself.  The top dressing and over-seeding that we 
do in the fall will grow in over the winter under 
the cover and be in much better shape come the 
spring.   

While we do not cover the over tee boxes, we do 
not allow any play on them in the winter.  This is a 
simple rule that must be followed. Some years 
back, we used to allow guest play in the winter on 
the honor system.  If you had a guest, you would 
notify the pro-shop even if it was closed.  It turned 
out that the honor system did not work so guest 
play was eliminated.  The same honor system is 
necessary for winter play.  Stay off the tee boxes, 
obey signage identifying green or 
course closure and treat the course 
the same way you do during the 
summer; with respect.   

If we cannot follow these simple 
rules, winter play may end up going 
away the same way guest play in the 
winter has.  This will require a change in attitude 
for some individuals and self-policing by the 
entire group of winter golfers, but it is better than 
the alternative for those of you that enjoy winter 
play.  Feel free to anonymously send me or 
anyone on the board a note or make a call so we 
can address a problem with the individual(s) 
before it comes to something more drastic.  Thank 
you.  

Tom Degnan   greenchair@blackhallclub.com 

A STRONG LIST OF COURSES ON TAP FOR 2021 SEASON 

https://www.csgalinks.org/content/csga/a-strong-list-of-courses-on-tap-for-2021-csga-season 

(cont. on 

next pg) 

All about the Greens 

(December 19, 2020) - The Country Club of Dari-
en, Hartford Golf Club, The Patterson Club, 
Black Hall Club, some of the strongest courses 
in Connecticut, are part of a remarkable 2021 
line-up of CSGA championships. 

“We have a really exciting slate of venues in 
2021,” said Director of Operations, Rules & 
Competitions Ryan Hoffman. “2021 will feature 
some repeat venues, some new venues but over-
all a really solid test of championship golf.” 

The Country Club of Darien is set to host the 
87th Connecticut Open presented by Reby Advi-
sors from July 26-28. Opened in 1957 as an Al-
fred Horace Tull design the course was long 
considered, “a nice little layout.” Eventually the 
membership decided they wanted more out of 
their course and in 2005 they hired Dr. Michael 
Hurdzan to update it. Hurdzan, the architect of 
2017 U.S. Open host Erin Hill Golf Course, 
turned a nice course into a layout worthy of any 

championship. 

Work began in 2007 and hardly a blade of grass 
or a spec of sand was left unturned. When the 
redesign was done the sides had been flipped, 
all the tees and bunkers rebuilt, the par 
dropped from 72 to 71, holes were rerouted, 
ponds were added, and greens rebuilt. 

Since the renovation was completed the Coun-
try Club of Darien has hosted a number of pres-
tigious championships including the Westches-
ter PGA, Westchester Open, The IKE, and now 
the Connecticut Open. “We are honored to have 
the opportunity to host and showcase the Coun-
try Club of Darien to all of Connecticut at this 
historic championship,” says Head Professional 
Cory Muller. “We believe the golf course will pre-
sent a fair and challenging test for the players 
as well as provide an experience for the partici-
pants that they won’t soon forget.” 
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For the 10th time in its 119-year 
tournament history, the 
Connecticut Amateur will be 
played at Hartford Golf Club, 
where Chris Fosdick will look to 

defend. The club was a frequent site of the early 
Amateurs, hosting the event five-times from 
1902-1914. However, the 2021 version, 
scheduled to be played from June 14-18, will 
be the first time since 1990 that Hartford Golf 
Club has hosted the Connecticut Amateur and 
just the second-time since 1969. 

“It is going to be an incredible honor,” said 
Hartford Golf Club Head Professional Richard 
Bray. “We have quite a history when it comes to 
hosting prestigious events in the area. This is 
going to be quite the year for us with our 
125th anniversary taking place in 2021 and it 
will be a great way for us to celebrate with us 
hosting the event."  

Hartford Golf Club was founded in 1896 as a 
combined Donald Ross and Devereaux Emmett 
design. In August of 2017 a renovation began 
that included the building of 16 new tees and 
the rebuilding of 29 more. The renovation also 
included a total rework of 132 bunkers. 

“We will have some firm, fast playing 
conditions,” Bray said. “Our green complexes 
are challenging but fair and they will require 
accurate approach play to ensure birdie 
opportunities.” 

The Senior Match Play moves to Torrington 
Country Club from June 22-25. A frequent site 
of CSGA majors since the 1940s, Torrington 
Country Club most recently hosted the 2019 
Connecticut Open won by Rasmey Kong. Senior 
Match Play defending champion Dave Szewczul 
will be seeking his sixth victory in the 
15th edition of the event. 

Dick Stevens defends his Senior Amateur title 
on September 27-28 at The Patterson Club. 
Since the club opened in 1929 it has long 
distinguished itself among the best courses in 
the state. When the clubhouse opened on June 
15, 1945 Gene Sarazen and Bobby Jones were 
part of the first official foursome. 

“The players can expect a warm welcome by the 
members of The Patterson Club. Jason 
Meersman, the Golf Course Superintendent, 
and his team take exceptional pride in the 

presentation of the course and the consistency 
of the conditions,” Patterson Club golf 
professional Chris Kenney said. “The layout 
provides opportunity to make birdies early in 
the round with those opportunities becoming 
more challenging as the round progresses. 
Even the best short games will be tested by a 
missed green.” 

After being canceled due to Covid-19 related 
travel restrictions in 2020, the Connecticut 
Women’s Open will be played at Black Hall 
Club. “We are super proud to be hosting the 
Connecticut Women’s Open. It is valued as the 
biggest women’s golf event in the state and we 
have always been supportive of women’s golf 
local and statewide,” said Black Hall Head 
Professional Andrew Campbell. 

The tournament will be contested on June 7-8. 
Black Hall, annually the host of the Two Man 
Championship, was designed by Robert Trent 
Jones, and opened in 1967. Over the years 
Black Hall has hosted numerous U.S. Open 
and United States Golf Association qualifier 
events, Connecticut Amateurs, Mid-Amateurs, 
and Connecticut Opens. 

“I expect the conditions to be terrific. [In June] 
the course is going to play just as it should in 
terms of its design,” said Campbell. “Depending 
on what length the course is played at, it could 
be a difficult course.” 

Ben Conroy will defend his Mid-Amateur title at 
The Farms Country Club in Wallingford on 
August 9-10. Opened in 1962, the course was 
designed by Geoffrey Cornish. The layout, at 
just under 7,000 yards is characterized by 
many doglegs that force strategic choices and 
require precise distance control. 

In 2021 the Russell C. Palmer Cup presented 
by Chris Cote’s Golf Shop will return to its 
normal spot on the schedule at the end of May. 
This year the dates will be May 24-25 at the 
Country Club of Waterbury with Rick Dowling 
looking to defend his championship. The par-69 
Donald Ross layout features a number of par 3s 
and 4s widely considered among the best in the 
Northeast.  

The complete 2021 CSGA schedule will be 
finalized in February of 2021. Please check 
csgalinks.org for updates. 

(cont.) 


